Law I
Course Syllabus

2014-2015
Instructor:

 
 Frank Elizondo





felizondo@sharylandisd.org  956-580-5300 ext. 1371

1st Block & 5th Block

Textbook: CJ 2014 Fagin
Resources: www.coursesmart.com  

Tutoring:  Tuesdays 7:15am - 7:45am & Fridays 4:15pm - 4:45pm
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Law Enforcement I is an overview of the history, organization, and functions of local, state, and federal law enforcement.  This course includes the role of constitutional law, the United States legal system, criminal law, law enforcement terminology, and the classification and elements of crime.  

COURSE OUTLINE
Unit 1: Introduction to Criminal Justice
Unit 2: Crime – The Search for Understanding
Unit 3: Measuring Crime and Victimization
Unit 4: Criminal Law: Crimes and the Limits of Law
Unit 5: An Overview of Law Enforcement: History, Agencies, Personnel,                                                                                                and Strategies
Unit 6: Oversight and Professionalism of Law Enforcement
Unit 7: The Juvenile Justice System

Unit 8: Homeland Security
METHOD OF INSTRUCTION

This course will be based primarily on lecture: however we will be using a variety of techniques to assist you in your learning.  This will include but not limited to, discussion, small group activities, simulations and possible guest speakers.  A strong emphasis will be placed on student participation, regarding class discussions, reading material, and current criminal justice issues.  You will be expected to problem solve critical situations faced by a police officer, correctional officer, a prosecutor, a judge and a warden.  Students will be expected to do the required readings prior to class.
EXAMINATIONS

There will be a variety of objective type examinations during the course.  A combination of matching, true/false, multiple choice (multiple guess), and short answer questions will be used.  Exams will primarily be conducted after a unit has been completed.  For these unit exams, there will be approximately twenty-five (25) to fifty (50) questions.  For the nine (9) weeks/semester exams there will be approximately fifty (50) to seventy-five (75) questions from units covered in these nine (9) weeks/semester.  You will also be required to complete a Criminal Justice report relating to a current event every nine (9) weeks for an exam grade.  Failure to do this assignment, could possibly fail you for the nine (9) weeks/semester.  Make-up exams will be given as set forth by district policy.

QUIZ

There will be a quiz after each UNIT has been covered and will assist you in learning the objectives and perhaps in raising your grade.  This quiz will be approximately fifteen (15) questions.

GRADING 

The grade you earn in this course will be the average grade you receive on all grade work; examinations/quiz, daily grade to include participation and class assignments. 

Major Assignments (Exams)


         60%

Minor Assignments (Quiz/Daily/Participation)     40%

Total:             




        100%

LADDER OF ACHIEVEMENT

                       100% - I did

                          90% - I will

                       80% - I can

                    70% - I think I can

                 60% - I might

              50% - I think I might

           40% - What is it?

        30% - I wish I could

     20% - I don’t know how

  10% - I can’t

0% - I won’t

“Even the woodpecker owes his success to the fact that he uses his head and keeps pecking away until he finishes the job he starts”








-COLEMAN COX
Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of our school.  No student shall cheat or copy the work of another.  Plagiarism, the use of another person’s original ideas or writings as one’s without giving credit to the true author, will be considered cheating, and the student will be subject to academic discipline that may include loss of credit for the work in question.
